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By Sean Kerrigan 


orget dancing. Summer's here, and the time is right for 
riding in the streets. The days are lo 
and the roads are (mostly) dry — there's no better time for 
taking off on a motorcycle and enjoying the best rides New 
England has to offer. Whether youre traveling in a pack or 
iding as a Jone wolf, it’s time to start thinking about those 
wandering weekend trips to places you've never seen. Or 
maybe youd rather revisit an ‘old favorite and see some familiar 
byways in a whole new light. Either way, we've got you cov- 


region. So what- 


ered with the 10 best moto: 
up your tank, and hit the road. 


, the weather's warm, 


rcycle rides in the 


ever kind of two-wheeler youre rocking, grab your helmet, fill 
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New England's best 
motorcycie rides 


THE MOHAWK TRAIL 
Greenfield to Williamstown, 
Massachusetts, on Route 2 
Distance: 41 miles 

Time: 1 hour 


Too many in this area think of Route 2 as a com- 
muter's hell — the connector from 495 and Central 
Mass to the Alewife T station and Boston beyond 
that is one long string of lights, bends, merges — if 
you travel it Monday through Friday during rush 
hour, it’s only because you have to. But real Road 
Warriors know that Route 2 really doesn't start until 
you head west — far west, out past Leominster, past 
Gardner, past Orange, to where it settles down into 
a two-lane and crosses over the Connecticut River. 
That's where it becomes the Mohawk Trail, a former 
trade-and-travel route for Mohawk Indians heading 
to and from New York. Opened to auto traffic in 
1914, it’s a favorite of fall foliage watchers, but it's a 


gorgeous ride in the summer, too. This trip takes you 
through the Mohawk Trail State Forest (413.339.5504, 
mass.gov/dcr/parks/western/mhwk.htm) and out to 
Williamstown, home of Williams College 

From Williamstown you can head North into 
Vermont into many great ski resorts like Mt. Snow, 
Killingon, Stratton, etc. that offer fantastic mountain 
rides during the non-snowy months and top notch, 


resort accommodations when you're tired of being on 


the saddle 


Sagamore to Provincetown, 
Massachusetts, on Route 6A and US 6 
Distance: 59 miles 

Time: 1.5 hours 


On the other end of the state is Cape Cod, and 


while there are three ways to explore Massachusetts’s 
Continued on p 7 
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Let the good times roll” 





WELCOME TO THE NEXT LEVEL. 
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2 Potent, ram-air fed 599cc liquid-cooled, 16-valve DOHC inline four-cylinder 

eT Plant puts out strong, street-friendly power. e Legendary Deltabox® chassis 

Tmt adjustable suspension provides super-precise handling along with a 

cry ride. ¢ Dual 298mm floating front disc brakes with four-piston calipers and 
At im rear disc provide great stopping power. ¢ A thick, supportive seat for 
behind a fairing designed for great weather protection makes the YZF600R 
fat Sport-tourer too. 
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SURPASS ALL 
OTHERS 


BEFORE IT EVEN TOUCHES THE WATER. 


- ee OF YAMAHA 
ACCESSORIES!’ 
$300 ““"—~ 


The FX Cruiser’ SHO” doesn't just set the bar for luxury 
ond performance - it raises it. Featuring the industry's 
largest engine, the FX Cruiser SHO boasts a 1.8 liter, 
Wi2cc, Supercharged, Super High Output engine. When 
that incomparable power is combined with a new ultra- 
lightweight NanoXcel™ hull and deck, you get an improved 
power-to-weight ratio, increased acceleration and better 
responsiveness. The FX Cruiser SHO also includes the 
industry's first Cruise Assist feature and our exclusive 
Cruiser” seat - making it the ultimate combination of 


comfort and performance 


; * MSRP does not include prep, freight and 
VAMAHA tax. ©2008 Yamaha Motor Corporation, 
USA. All rights reserved. Follow instruc 


tional materials and obey all laws. Ride 
responsibly, wearing protective appare!. Always ride within your capabilities, allowing time and 
distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don't drink and ride. For more information, 
visit yamaha-motor.com 





Continued from p 3 


hooked easternmost end, the Old King’s Highway 
takes you through everything yo 


think of the Cape 


1 think of when you 
Sandwich, Barnstable, Dennis, 
Wellfleet, Truro, and more — before winding 
along the outer wind-swept dunes of Cape Cod 
National Seashore (508.349.3785, nps.gov/caco) and 
Provincetown. Sure, summertime is traffic-time on 
the Cape, but take your time and enjoy it — after all, 


everyone's there this time of year for good reason 


ACADIA BYWAY 

Acadia National Park, Maine 
Distance: 20-27 miles (loop is 20 miles, 
round-trip up Cadillac Mountain is 
additional seven miles) 

Time: 2 hours 


Not to be outdone by its neighbor to the south, 
Maine offers its own shore ride, an easy two-lane 
through Acadia National Park (207.288.3338, nps 
gov/acad). Acadia encompasses some hard-core 
woodland in addition to its coastal stretch, so this 
long loop gives you the best of both worlds. If you 
throw in an optional jaunt up 1500-foot Cadillac 
Mountain, with its glorious ocean view, this ride is 


sure to please any kind of nature lover 


KANCAMANGUS HIGHWAY 

Lincoln to Conway, New Hampshire, 
on Route 112 

Distance: 34.5 miles 

Time: 1 hour 


Like a mountain stage of the Tour de France (albeit 
a hundred or so miles shorter), this ride takes you 
ip and over three of New Hampshire's White 
Mountain peaks (White Mountain Visitor Center 


603.745.8720) with some excellent spots for camp 
ing, fishing, and hiking along the way. Kancamangus 
Pass, Mount Hancock, Mount Hitchcock, Mount 
Huntington, Loon Mountain, and Mount Osceola 
are all nearby on this relaxing rural ride along the 


Swift River, making it a memorable trip any time 


from now through the fall 


CONNECTICUT RIVER 


From Massachusetts border through 
Vermont and New Hampshire along the 
Connecticut River 

Distance: 500 miles 

Time: 3 to 4 days 


Our longest ride (by far) starts just outside 


Brattleboro, Vermont (877.254.4565, brattlebor: 
chamber.org), and winds back and forth across the 
Connecticut River, through the Green Mountain 
State and its neighbor to the east, New Hampshire, 
all the way up to the Canadian border. Along the 
way, you'll travel back through what seems like 18th 
century New England, with myriad museums and 


historical sites to guide your way 


Wentworth Location to Glen, New 
Hampshire, on Route 16 

Distance: 74 miles 

Time: 2 hours 


On the other side of New Hampshire, this rid 
takes you north from Glen to Wentworth Location 
ip past Lake Umbagog Lake | rog National 
Wildlife Refuge, 603.482.3415) to the Maine border 
You'll follow three rivers along the way (thus the 

the Ellis, Peabody, and Androscoggin 


ough old lumber towns and the White Mountair 


name 
th 
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National Forest (more on that below). Wher 
finally reach the lake, unpack your 
treat yourself to som 


of the best s 


fishing in the area 


MOUNT WASHINGTON 
New Hampshire 16 


Distance: 16 miles, round-trip 
Time: 2 hours 


Our shortest trip — just eight miles 
n altitude. M 
g) is the I 

northeastern United State 


makes up for lengtt 


m yuntwashington < 


and home to some of the most extrem« 
North America (the highest wind-speed 
was recorded here: 231 mph, yet another r 
why summer rides are a good idea). The 
road has been open for nearly 150 year 

an average uphill grade of 12 percent 

of honor among runners, hikers, 

climbed it. And don't forget to get your 
climbed Mt. Washington’ souvenir sticker a 
exit. The view will take your breath away if 
air doesn't — it spans four states and Canada. The 
only drawback? It’s a toll r 


for more information 


ad; call 603.466.3988 


CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS 


Colchester to Alburg, Vermont, on US 2 
Distance: 33 miles 
Time: 1 hour 


rink of Vermont. You thir 


ing, Ben and Jerry’s, a lot 


Quick, 
f thing 
Well, y 
Lake Cha 


»f islands well known and well loved 


necessarily think “islands 


someth 


In northe 


of the 
Bar State Park 
itm/sandbar 
$ you approach 
bird watching at the 


Refuge 


802.868.4781 


OCEAN DRIVE 


Newport Loop, Rhode Island 
Distance: 10 miles 
Time: 30 minutes 


rt, Rhode Island, is 
ear, as the well-heeled 
ild chateaus and 
ges” (Preservation 
1.847.1000, newport 
see how the other 
at the turn of the century), or bring 


your favorite flapper and do it Great Gatsby style 


LOWER CONNECTICUT RIVER WALLEY 
Loop from Middletown, Connecticut, 
on Routes 66, 151, 149, 82, 156, I-95, 9, 
and 154 

Distance: 56 miles 

Time: 2 hours 


ywn, skirt 


up looping ba 


itiful Haddam Meadows ‘ 


another 
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